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some umucky taint which may give you much, trouble in this
existence and the next.

"Whether the new ideas encouraged (if not generated) every-
where b3r English rule in India are not dissolving, in their
turn, the castes as well as the tribes, may be a remote specu-
lation worth hinting at. The spread of what we may call
mysticism in certain parts of India has been much noticed by
the natives themselves, and by very competent observers among
the missionaries. One of these last (Sir. Shoolbred, of Ajmere)
writes, in a valuable paper upon religious and social movements,
that "the surface-drifting of the semi - Hinduized classes
toward orthodoxy is nothing in comparison with the current
which is setting in among the people toward sects and secret
societies that disown caste prejudices about bodily purity and
distinctive ceremonial.*' This tendencjr of religious enthusiasm
to shake off the restraints of traditional external forms, and to
prefer the vague disorderly suggestions of spiritual freemasonry
and inward grace, is a known symptom of the decline of priestly
influence, and of the rise of a kind of democracy in religion,
which, if it spreads, will soon disintegrate the Indian caste,

This very condensed account of the condition and tendencies,
of social matters in an outlying part of India may possibly be
nseful to those who are working l>y the comparative method at
the foundations of history and sociology generally. It may have
some bearings upon much that has recently been written about
early institutions in Europe. Here in India, for instance, can
still be seen primitive sets of people who never came under the
arbitrary despotism of a single man, and among whom no
wriiien law has ever been made since the making of the world.
Yet these people axe not loose incoherent assemblages of
savages, but are very ancient societies, restrained and
stringently directed by custom and usage, by rules and, rites
irresistible. ".The Greeks/* writes Mr. Freeman, "were the
iirst people who made free commonwealths, and who put tite
X>ower of the law instead of mere force and the arbitrary will of
a single man;" and whatever impression this passage might
convey to the students for which it was written, others might
Iiastily infer from -it that in the ancient world men were all